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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Below is the entire set of pending claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R §1 ,121(e)(3)(i), with 
mark-ups showing the changes made in the present Amendment. 


form-ai 


(Currently Amended) A^thedre 

teri- al over a subste aterfe 
slee tivcly a l tering -the^ptiea 


4->avifig-at4eastH 
coitio ns of the plasties material so - a &4o 


herein Aj ^cthod of forming a security card, comprising the steps of: 

a) _ providing a subst r ate having a reflective regO QCQV crina a portion of t he 

substrate; 

b) th ermally depositing identifi ca tion details onto the substrate; 

c) depositing a protective layer of plastics material ont o the substrate so as to 
protect the identification details, and selectively altering the optical properties of the 
protective layer in at least a region overlying the reflective region SQ..!^ M^miAse£i3J3fe 
image therein. 


2. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the at-leost-aae 
reflective region comprises a metal film. 


3. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2 S wherein the metal film is printed onto 
the substrate. 
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4. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 3, in which the metal film is provided on 
a carrier film and is brought into contact with the substrate at a printing station and transferred to 
the substrate. 

5. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the layer of plastics material 
is provided on a carrier film and in which a plurality of heater elements are provided on a 
thermal print head, and in which the heater elements are energized when the earner film is in 
contact with the substrate to transfer the plastics material to the substrate. 

6. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed in claim 5, in which the heating 
elements are energized to deposit a continuous layer of the plastics material over the whole of an 
area to be covered such that the plastics material serves as a protective coating, 

7. (Previously Amended) A method as claimed m claim 6, in which selected regions 
of the plastics material are heated to a greater degree than other areas so as to vary a surface 
appearance of the plastics layer. 

8. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 7, in which the full thickness of the 
plastics film is deposited and selected portions thereof are overheated so as to give these portions 
a different appearance. 

9. (Original) A method as claim in claim 8, in which the overheated portions have a 
satin appearance. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 8, in which the overheated 
portions have a matte appearance. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the security 
image is printed over the substrate in a repeating pattern. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the layer of 
plastics material is deposited on the substrate during a printing process, and in which the security 
image to be formed in the plastics layer is held in a memory device readable by one of the printer 
and a data processor controlling the printer. 

13. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 12, in which the memory device is a 
removable device, 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 12, in which the security 
image is held in an encrypted form, 

1 5. (Original) A surface printed in accordance with the method of claim 1 . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A^inted-k-ei ^ aaid item having a s abste^earifl^efrftt 
s~elemefifrr4 he optical pr opertie s of the plaotico layer altei ^-m--at"4east^€"fegteii- 
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o ver l ying lho -fe flcctivc oI o m eat rA printed item, t he it em comprising a substrat e hav ing a first 
surface, wherein a reflective element is pr ovided on a portion of the, first surface and where 
identificati on details are p ri nted onto the firs t surface and wherein a p las tic laver is deposited 
ov_er the substrate and the ontical oropertifts nf i he plasties l avcr are altered in at least a reg ion 
overlying the reflective element. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A printed item as claimed in claim 16, in which the plastics 
layer is deposited as a substantially uniform layer. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A printed item as claimed in claim 1 7, in which portions of 
the plastics layer are overheated in order to change the appearance of those portions. 

19. (Currently Amended) A printed item as claimed in claim 1 6, in which the item 
has -comprises an identity card. 


12)006 


20. (Currently Amended) A printed item as claimed in claim 1 6, in which the item is 
selected from th e . gr oup consisting of oae^-a security card, a bank card, lkei^ajicease_and a 
credit card. 
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